





Theosophy in Australia

The Theosophical Society in Australia
Agenda - Convention

Business Meeting

The 2013 Convention Business Meeting of The Theosophical Society in Australia will take place
at 9.30a.m. on Sunday 20 January 2013 at St. Mary’s College, University of Melbourne. This
notification is provided in accordance with Rules 12 and 13 of the Rules of The Theosophical
Society in Australia.

AGENDA

Roll-Call of Voting Delegates and Proxies

Confirmation of Minutes of 2012 Convention Business Meeting
National President’s Report for the Year Ended 31 August 2012
National Treasurer’s Report for the Year Ended 31 August 2012
Financial Statements and Balance Sheet for the Year Ended 31 August 2012, and
Auditor’s Report thereon

Budget for the Year Ending 31 August 2013

Appointment of Auditor

Announcement of Newly Appointed Officers

Announcement of Ballot Results:

- NSW/ACT, Victoria and Western Australia

Vote on Notices of Motion

Place and Time of Next Convention

Resolutions of Goodwill

Any Other Business

“ The Atman is that by which the
universe is pervaded, but which
nothing pervades, which causes
all things to shine, but which all
things cannot make to shine ... ”

“The wise man is one who

understands that the essence
of Brahman and of Atman is
Pure Consciousness, and who
realises their absolute identity. ’

Viveka-Chudamani
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Reviews

Concerning the Spiritual

The influence of the
Theosophical Society on
Australian Artists 1890— 1934
Australian Scholarly Publishing
North Melbourne, 2012.

A few years ago, on a visit to Perth Branch, [ saw
the striking portraits done by Florence Fuller of
the founders of the Theosophical Society. This
was my first conscious encounter with the work
of that artist. It was also intriguing to learn that
Jenny McFarlane had an article published on
Fuller in The Theosophist in 2004 (‘Florence
Fuller in Adyar’) and, as a hint perhaps of
synchronicity, | rediscovered a copy of that
article a few weeks before reading McFarlane’s
book Concerning the Spiritual: the Influence of
the Theosophical Society on Australian Artists
1890-1934.

Canberra-based art historian and writer, Jenny
McFarlane, has always been generous in sharing
her knowledge and expertise with theosophists.
She also acknowledges the support she has
been given by many people associated with the
Theosophical Society in its various locations
world-wide, in the fulfilment of her project.

The resultant book will be read with much
pleasure by theosophists and fellow-travellers,
as well as those interested in the history
of Australian art, and lovers of enquiry. It
investigates the works of a selection of artists
around the beginning of the last century who
were either members ofthe Theosophical Society
or closely associated with it — who ‘sought to
reconcile science with spirituality: the visible
with the invisible and academic rationality with
a concept of inner truth’ — deeply theosophical
concepts.

It is worth noting that at the beginning of the
20th century, theosophical thought was a point
of lively discussion in artistic circles, and
equated to the non-traditional — a part of the
artist’s vision. The TS appealed to intellectuals
and, through the models of its early founders,
offered women in particular the chance to enter
the public domain.

The introduction to the theme is well thought
out: the richly symbolic portrait of Annie
Besant as orator, painted by Berthe Mouchette
(1908-1910) is used as a starting point and,
significantly, the oratorial skills of Besant were
to be influential in enhancing interest in the TS
in Australia after her successful lecture tours.
Then, through a compilation of case studies,
the author examines the relationship between
art and the Theosophical Society in the early
modern period.

The chapter dedicated to Jane Price (1860—
1948) puts forward the argument that her artistic
work is committed to the ideal of a spiritually
charged Australia and, through a selection of
colour plates of Price’s paintings, we follow
the author’s proposition that Price was trying to
communicate a spiritual rather than a material
future for the country.

Portrait artist Florence Fuller’s commitment
to the Theosophical Society is examined — her
desire to discover what she termed ‘the hidden
inner life’ and the difficulty she had throughout
her artistic life of expressing this on canvas with,
perhaps the exception of the remarkable Portrait
of the Lord Buddha (¢1910). Well-known for her
dedication to the TS in Perth, which she joined
at the same time as Bessie Rischbieth, Fuller
was invited to the TS Headquarters in Adyar,
India, where she went in search of ‘something
deeper — something less easily expressed’ and
where she explored the works of contemporary
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Indian artists. Her Buddha portrait dates from
this period and was clearly influenced by her
experiences in Adyar.

The concept of a country spiritualised through
art, as conceived by Jane Price, was also taken
up by Clarice Beckett, one of Max Meldrum’s
outstanding students. Beckett was a friend of
the Hoile sisters, Beatrice and Marion, who
— by their marriages into the Colquhoun and
Ferdinando families respectively — were part
of the influential Melbourne artistic community
and were TS members. Beckett’s work is
strongly linked to, and influenced by, the TS
experience in Melbourne and in her paintings of
local places — which become very unordinary
— she questioned the role of the artist’s relations
to the visible.

Ethel Carrick (1872—-1952) came into contact
with the TS in Paris where she did much of her
early work. She had connections with various
networks of theosophically-minded artists, such
as Les Nabis and Les Tendances Nouvelles, at a
time when there was an extremely fluid exchange
of ideas permeating intellectual circles. In her
art, Carrick was interested in finding the inner
truth of the subject or, as in Manly Beach (1913)
‘the living energy of vibrating forces within the
universal organism’. As with the other artists,
the author gives a clear descriptive account of
the paintings in a way which is easy for the lay
person to understand.

McFarlane also explores the influence of C.W.
Leadbeater on artists, which is an aspect that is
often overlooked. Leadbeater was in Sydney
from 1914 to 1929 and his considerable influence
on the work of three hitherto conservative artists
is examined. Working within Leadbeater’s
vision photographer, Judith Fletcher; painter-
etcher, Alfred Warner; and jeweller, Gustaf
Koéllerstrom, produced works which were quite
extraordinary and ‘were firmly attached to a
reality only accessible to those with privileged
sight’.

The case studies under examination — and this
review gives only a sample — show indisputably
the relationship between the TS and Australian
art. Taking strands of the lives of various artists

the author skilfully weaves a rich tapestry of
narrative and joins the intermingling threads
of the contributions of a number of artists on
the periphery of the theosophical connection to
their relationship with the main protagonists.
This deeply researched and annotated book
does much to fill a lacuna in the artistic and
cultural history of the Theosophical Society of
the period.

Janice Scarabottolo

Journey of the Upanishads to
the West

Swami Tathagatananda,
Advaita Ashrama Publication
Department, Kolkata, 2005

Before reading this book, it had seemed to me
that Vedanta was a somewhat exotic, obscure
and unknown philosophy from India. Perhaps
this just reflected my own tortuous journey over
the years, to a point where I’m now beginning to
understand the nuances of this remarkable and
original belief system. It certainly remains the
case, though, that whenever a panel of religious
experts is gathered on television to discuss social,
spiritual or metaphysical questions, Vedanta is
never represented, and even Buddhism is only
occasionally included.

The great surprise then, after reading Journey
of the Upanishads to the West, is how big an
influence Vedanta, and Indian philosophy
generally, have had on the world’s intelligentsia
down the ages. It is quite amazing to think
that even as far back as Plato and Pythagoras,
the Upanishads were being discussed, admired
and absorbed by thinkers throughout the
Mediterranean world; to such an extent that
Plato’s analogy of the shadows on the cave
wall, for example, is considered by the author
and others, to be a direct reference to Vedanta’s
belief in the illusory nature of the objective
reality that our senses create.

This book by Swami Tathagatananda details
clearly and precisely the impact that the
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Upanishads have had through the centuries,
from the tantalising influence they have had
on Jesus and the gospels, right down to the
twentieth century, in countries such as France,
Germany, England, Russia and the United
States. It describes in quite heroic terms,
the men and women in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries who dedicated their lives to
the task of making this wisdom available to the
world. This included all kinds of people, from
adventurers who travelled to India to discover
an unknown land, to translators of Sanskrit and
creators of dictionaries, which then allowed
others to translate the sacred texts. Then, finally,
it included philosophers in the West who wrote
commentaries on these texts. These became an
inspiration for many people who were searching
for an alternative to Christianity; a Christianity
that had drifted far from its original teaching
and caused these people to become disillusioned
with its demands and its excesses.

Swami Tathagatananda mentions a long list of
thinkers and creative people who were directly
inspired by the Upanishads, from poets such
as Wordsworth, Coleridge and T.S. Eliott to

philosophers such as Kant, Schopenhauer and
Deussen, as well as writers such as Tolstoy,
Emerson, Thoreau, and Hermann Hesse. The
book is well researched, clearly written
and presents a fascinating insight in-
to an aspect of history that has not
been  well  documented until  now.

Even though there is no real clue given as to
why, despite this interest, Vedanta today is still
largely unknown to most people, this book
gives us the impression that it is only a matter
of time before it leaves the chat rooms of the
Internet and captures the imagination of the
public at large. Such a rational alternative to
both theism and atheism, an alternative that puts
our own consciousness at the very centre of the
universe and allows for true autonomy, growth
and evolution to a previously undreamed of
perfection, must eventually capture the public
imagination, and in so doing, take its rightful
place as one of humanity’s major belief systems.

Bernard Michel

Sunday at the TS -
Adelaide Lodge

During the past couple of years attendance
at the hour long talks, previously offered on
some Sunday afternoons at the TS, had slowly
declined. This was a cause for concern,
indicating that a change of direction in relation
to what the TS could provide on Sundays was

Recent photo of some members of Adelaide
Lodge who attended a workshop by the
National President

obviously required. Lengthy discussions took
place between the President, Sheryl Malone,
and the members of the Programme Sub-
Committee, resulting nearly two years ago in
the introduction of ‘Sundays at the TS’.
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The Programme Subcommittee members
meet regularly and brainstorm for content,
availability of suitable speakers and the
necessary publicity, to herald coming events.
Decisions are a joint effort, made through
consensus, and understandably meetings are
lively and stimulating affairs for all concerned.
Brochures, posters, the three monthly calendar
inserts in The Voice magazine, announcements
on the local radio station and word of mouth
are the main sources of publicity. Individual
Committee members assume responsibility
for arranging the various speakers and in turn
become the contact and support person for a
particular speaker.

The aim of these all day events is to encourage
a definite social aspect as well as having three
speakers of interest throughout the day. A
shared lunch and morning and afternoon tea
give people the opportunity to interact with each
other, discuss the talks, catch up with old friends
and make new ones; in short, to create a sense of
belonging to a community as opposed to merely
turning up to listen to a talk.

There is no charge for admission (optional gold
coin donation) and the meetings are open to
the public, enabling non-members to come to
the TS as visitors. This initial experience may
possibly awaken an interest in them and a desire
to find out more about the Society, leading to
new membership. People are able to come for
all or part of the day and the events have been
quite well attended with an average of fifteen
to twenty people on most of these Sundays. It

is particularly convenient for those who live
some distance from the city venue as the full
day (7.30am to 3.30pm) makes a trip up to town
more worthwhile than making the effort for just
one hour.

Since the commencement of the programme,
many different topics have been covered. Most
Sundays follow a specific theme with the three
talks broadly relating to it as far as possible. The
following topics have been among the chosen
themes during the past two years.

Sound

Various Religions

Earth Connections

Different types of Yoga
Various methods of Healing
Goddess energies

Soul’s journey in Art, Music
Festival of Light

The Life of Food

Animal Soul Mates

The Future

Dispelling the Fear of Death

Plans for the rest of 2012 are well under way
and will include Reincarnation, Creating Energy
and Harmony and Our Biological Future.

In conclusion, our resolve to try ‘something
different’ has so far been a successful venture.
As well as having had access to a great deal of
inspiring information, a real sense of Fellowship
has been generated at these monthly gatherings.
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News & Notes

School of the Wisdom,
International Headquarters

At the time of printing news was not yet to
hand about the next session of the School of
the Wisdom to be held at Adyar. It is suggested
that interested members watch the international
website for any information:
http://www.ts-adyar.org/

Lodges/Branches will also be notified when
news is obtained.

Intending applicants for the School need to
contact the National President for a form and
a letter of recommendation, prior to contacting
the International Headquarters. Please email:
pres@austheos.org.au

Appointments by the National Council

At its mid-year meeting, the National Council
appointed Dara Tatray as the National Secretary
of the Australian Section. Dara was one of
three applicants who were interviewed for
the position. Due to her workload, Dara
has relinquished the position of Education
Coordinator but fortunately she will continue to
develop educational courses and speak within
the Section as time permits.

The National Council has now appointed Pedro
Oliveira as the Acting Education Coordinator for
the Section and has determined that the position
of Education Coordinator will be advertised in
the March 2013 issue of Theosophy in Australia.

Update — Proposed Sale of Theosophy
House, Kent Street, Sydney

With the failure of Theosophy House to sell at
auction due to a downturn in the commercial

property market, and a three month contract with
two agents which yielded no reasonable offers,
the National Headquarters and Blavatsky Lodge
find themselves still located in Theosophy
House. Discussions have taken place between
the Headquarters and the Lodge as to where we
go from here. Up until now the building has
been jointly owned by Blavatsky Lodge (75%)
and the Australian Section (25%). The Lodge
has agreed to an offer by the Section to increase
its share of ownership, with each to own 50% of
Theosophy House, thereby assisting the Lodge
to remain in the building with the National
Headquarters for the time being. Level 1 will
be leased out by the Australian Section. Also,
the original plan for the National Headquarters
to purchase from Blavatsky Lodge the former
premises of the Adyar bookshop will therefore
no longer apply. The relevant bodies will be
rescinding any previous motions and passing
any new ones required. It seems that the
universe has other plans for now ...

National Lecturers for 2013

The following members were appointed in July
by the National Council as National Lecturers
for 2013:

Noel Bertelle

Barry Bowden

Dianne Kynaston

Richard Larkin

Simon O’Rourke

As from next year, the title of ‘Supporting
Lecturer’ which has been used for many years
will therefore no longer apply. TS centres are
asked to contact the National President if
they are interested in receiving any particular
lecturer. Requests will be met if possible, but
taking into account the spread of lecturers
around the Section as a whole.
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Visits to TS Centres by
National President

The National President is visiting most of the
centres around the Section during her travels
this year. Below right are some photos which
were taken during her visits to Melbourne
and Tasmania during June. The Tasmanian
photographs were taken during a joint weekend
organised in Launceston by Hobart Branch and
Launceston Lodge. At the retreat centre which
was the venue for this event, participants walked
a labyrinth modelled on the one at Chartres,
France.

Theosophical Encyclopedia on the Web

In 2006 the print edition of the Theosophical
Encyclopedia was published by the Theosophical
Publishing House in the Philippines. The General
Editor and originator of this unique idea was
Australian member Philip S. Harris, who passed
away some years ago. The Associate Editors were
Vicente R. Hao Chin, Jr., from the Philippines
and Richard W. Brooks from the United States
and included more than 1,200 articles.

A new, expanded version of the Theosophical
Encyclopedia is now online at: http://theosophy.
ph/encyclo/index.php?title=Main_Page

The Editors are: John Algeo (General Editor),
Vicente Hao Chin Jr. (Associate Editor), and
Robert Ellwood (Consulting Editor).

Theosopedia, as it is called, is under continual
development and contains both totally new
articles and updates of those in the print edition.

Consciousness in Animals —
a Recent Scientific Opinion

The Section website includes a new item
concerning the recent landmark Cambridge
Declaration of Consciousness. It is well worth a
look. See the newly added list on the home page:
http://www.austheos.org.au

Transitions

News has come to hand of the passing on 4 July
2012 of Jean Bannister, a long-time member
of Adelaide Lodge. Possibly our member of

longest standing, Jean joined the TS in 1935
and was a stalwart of the Society for many
decades. She is remembered with affection.

Note to all Overseas Recipients
of this Magazine

We are happy to continue to mail this magazine
to our complimentary overseas recipients but
wish to check whether receipt of Theosophy
in Australia is still required. If you are

an overseas recipient and are receiving a
complimentary copy of this magazine, please
email Richard Larkin by Monday 15 October
if you wish to continue receiving the magazine:
memsec(@austheos.org.au

Melbourne Lodge visit, left to right:

Gilda Butchko, Dorothy Darby (President), Ken Edwards,
Linda Oliveira (National President), Kari Torgersen
(State Representative) and Edward Sinclair.

Walking the labyrinth, joint Hobart Branch and Launceston
Lodge weekend, Emmanuel Centre, Launceston.

The use of one gender to cover both genders
is avoided as far as possible in this magazine.
However, quotations from writings in which
one gender is used in this way are printed as
originally written. This applies both to older
writings and some contemporary ones.
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Section

Directory

Australian Section National Headquarters
4th Floor, 484 Kent Street,

Sydney NSW 2000

Ph: 02 9264 7056 / 9264 0163 / 9264 6404
Fax: 02 9264 5857

www.austheos.org.au

Campbell Theosophical Research Library:
campbell@austheos.org.au

Australian Capital Territory
Canberra Branch, Chartered 17/7/1971:
Postal Address: PO Box 7418,

Fisher ACT 2611

Meet: Friends Meeting House, cnr Bent &
Condamine Streets, Turner ACT 2612
7.30pm 1st Monday of month

(Please confirm by email or telephone)
President: Peter Fokker

Tel: 02 6236 3170

Email: fokkerbakker@gmail.com
Secretary: Tony Fearnside

Telephone: 02 62887656
Email:janton@netspeed.com.au

New South Wales
Blavatsky Lodge, Chartered 22/5/1922:
2nd & 3rd Floors, 484 Kent Street, Sydney
NSW 2000
Telephone: 02 9267 6955 Fax: 02 9283 3772
Email: contact@tssydney.org.au
www.tssydney.org.au
Meet: 2.00pm Wednesdays
Members Meeting: 2.00 pm 2nd Saturday
each month
President: Stephen McDonald
Secretary: Pamela Peterson

Newcastle Lodge, Chartered 3/12/1941:
Meet: Morrison Room, 29 Highfield Street,
Mayfield NSW 2304

8.00pm 2nd Friday each month

(excluding January)

Study group (members) confirm dates with
Lodge

President: Danny Boyd

Tel: 02 4937 4225

Gosford Group:

Meet: The Neighbour Centre,
Pandala Road, Narara NSW 2250
8.00pm 2nd Tuesday each month
Coordinator: Marianne Fraser

Tel: (02) 4339 7118, 0400 713 273
E-mail: marifraser256@gmail.com
Secretary: Roni Ostergaard
Telephone: 02 4358 1413

Northern Beaches Group:
Postal address: ¢/ Mina Singh Batra,
22 Woodland Street,

Theosophy in Australia

Balgowlah Heights, NSW 2093
Meet: c/- above address

8.00 pm 3rd Friday each month
Coordinator: Patricia Witts

Tel: 02 9450 1362

Queensland
Atherton Lodge, Chartered 27/4/1950:
Postal Address: 14 Herberton Rd, Atherton
QLD 4883
Meet: Meeting Room, Community Services
Tablelands, 38 Mabel St, Atherton
2.00pm 2nd Saturday of month except Jan.
President: Max Brandenberger
Secretary: Chris Pang Way
Tel: 07 4091 5156

Brisbane Lodge, Chartered 21/1/1895:355
Wickham Terrace, Brisbane QLD 4000
Tel: 07 3839 1453

Email: brisbanelodge@theosophyqld.org.a
President: Phillipa Rooke

Secretary: Angela Read

Sunshine Coast Lodge, Chartered 1/4/2004
Meet: Buderim Croquet Club, Syd Lingard
Drive, Buderim QLD 4556

7.00pm Thursday

President: Penny Houghton

Tel: 07 5453 7595

Email: penny26@tpg.com.au

Secretary: Joyce Thompson

Toowoomba Group:

Meet: 49 Lindsay Street, Toowoomba

1st Wed at 7pm and 3rd Sunday at 2:30pm of
each month (Meditation 1pm & Study Group
at 1:30pm)

Annual Springbrook Retreat each winter
Coordinator: Barry Bowden

Secretary: Julie Murphy

Tel: 0427 751 464

Email: murphyj@usq.edu.au

South Australia
Adelaide Lodge, Chartered 26/5/1891:
310 South Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000
Tel: 08 8223 1129
Email: president@tsadelaide.org.au
http://www.austheos.org.au/adelaide
Meet: Members Meeting 1.00pm 4th Friday
of every month. Please contact Lodge for
additional meeting dates.
President: Sheryl Malone
Secretary: Audrey Brimson

Tasmania
Hobart Branch, Chartered 7/6/1889:
13 Goulburn Street, Hobart TAS 7000
www.theosophicaltas.websyte.com.au
Meet: 8.00pm Monday
President/Secretary: Helen Steven
Tel: (03) 6228 3048

Launceston Lodge, Chartered 12/1/1901:
54 Elizabeth Street, Launceston, TAS 7250
Postal address: 66 Flinders Street, Beauty
Point, TAS 7270

email: rmholt@gmail.com
www.austheos.org.au/launceston
Meetings: Wednesdays commencing
7.00 pm for meditation, followed

by meeting at 7.30 pm

President: Tony Harrison

Secretary: Ruth Holt

Tel: 0448 397 246

Victoria
Melbourne Lodge, Chartered 9/12/1890:
126 Russell Street, Melbourne VIC 3000
Tel: 03 9650 2315 Fax: 03 9650 7624
email: meltheos@netspace.net.au
Meet: 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays, 6.00pm
President: Dorothy Darby
Secretary: Ken Edwards

Mornington Peninsula Group:
Coordinator: Daphne Standish

Tel: 03 9589 5439

Meet: Mt. Eliza Neighbourhood Centre,
Canadian Bay Road, 1st Sunday

of the month 11am - 3.30pm
(meditation - lunch - Theosophy)
www.austheos.org.au/centres/mpg

Wodonga-Albury Group:

Meet: Shop 6, Tower Place, High Street,
Wodonga VIC 3690

1st Tuesday each month

Library hours Mon-Fri 10.00am-2.00pm
Coordinator/Secretary: Denis Kovacs
Tel: 02 6024 2905

Western Australia
Perth Branch, Chartered 10/6/1897:
21 Glendower Street, Perth WA 6000
Tel/Fax: 08 9328 8104
Email: tsperth@iinet.net.au
http://tsperth.iinet.net.au
Meet: 7.30pm Tuesday
President: Harry Bayens
Secretary: Deborah Weymouth

Mount Helena Retreat Centre:

1540 Bunning Road, Mt Helena WA 6082
Tel: 08 9572 1513

Caretaker/Manager: Hana O’Rourke

Theosophical Education

and Retreat Centre, Springbrook, Qld
2184 Springbrook Road,
Springbrook QLD 4213
Tel: Office/Hall 07 5533 5211
email: bhora@bigpond.net.au
Caretaker: Barry Hora
Administrator: Dara Tatray
Tel: 02 9264 6404






